I0                THROUGH   LANDS   OF   'HIE   IUHI.E

food, and at the end of the fast found his foot to have been
healed.

His nights and early mornings weie spent in meditation,
prayer, and prostrations, for the: eaily Knstcin Clluistians
prostrated themselves as the Moslems do to-day. One admir-
ing observer has reeorded that he eounted \\lule the saint
performed one thousand, two hundred and foity-ibur con-
secutive prostrations during his devotions. In the afternoons
Simeon held court and issued verdicts on the theological,
legal, and domestic problems -which laige crouds hi ought to
the foot of the pillar. Among the spectators \\ere crowds
of wondering Bedouin, among whom, it is said, the saint
made many converts, for the bnth of Mohammed \\-as then
more than a century distant. From iemote deceits they
brought their grazing disputes ior him to settle

Some writers say that Simeon's approaching death at the
age of seventy-two attiacted enormous trowds to the pillar,
all anxious to hear Ins last woids and to icieive his Messing-;
others say that his death was kept seeiet in ease his coip.se
should be stolen His body, probably embalmed, was canied in
magnificent procession to Antioch in the autumn nf the year
459 A.D., to be interred in the church built bv (lonstantine.
The Emperor Leo was anxious to remove the n*mains to
Constantinople, but refrained fiom doim* so in answer to
the prayers of the people of Antioeh, 'ulto had just suileied
two frightful earthquakes and hoped that the body of Simeon
would avert another one.

About fifty years after Simeon's death, when the Eastern
Empire was at war with the Persians, it wa.s requested that
the head of the saint should be sent to PhtHppiem,O>mman<ler-
in-Chicf, for the protection of the armies in the East. It was
at this time that the church historian, Kvagnus, saw it. Uc
noted that the head was in a remarkable state of preservation,
that several teeth were missing, having been extracted by
devout visitors, and that near tho head lay the collar which
Simeon had worn during his Hie, " for not even in death,"
commented Evagrius, " has Simeon been deserted by the
loving iron."

An interesting sidelight on the time in which St. Simeon
lived is that pilgrims from France brought news to him of tiic